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Introduction

Criminal justice is the scientific study of criminal behavior. It focuses generally on, among other issues, the history of the criminal justice system; theories of crime and deviance; the origin and development of criminal law; the functions and operations of criminal justice agencies in a diverse society; the violations of criminal law and society’s responses to the violations of criminal law; the nature, meaning, and purposes of criminal punishment; and the nature and impact of criminal justice policy.

The Criminal Justice major at Trinity emphasizes three foundational areas: law enforcement, corrections, and juvenile justice. The Criminal Justice major prepares students for graduate school and a wide range of career opportunities in security and law enforcement, probation and parole, the court system, and corrections. Given the applied nature of criminal justice, experiential learning is an important part of the major. As such, all majors are required to complete an internship with a public or private organization that is involved in some aspect of criminal justice. The Criminal Justice major and minor are offered to students in the College of Arts and Sciences, and the major is offered in the School of Professional Studies.

Program Faculty

Mr. Vernon Scott, Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice (program chair), JD
Dr. Roberta Goldberg, Professor of Sociology, PhD
Dr. Konia Kollehlon, Associate Professor of Sociology, PhD
Dr. Roxana Moayedi, Professor of Sociology, PhD

Major and Minor Requirements

Major Requirements:  Required Courses (45 credits)

ALL of the following core courses (33 credits):
SOCY 100 Introduction to Sociology

CJUS 100 Introduction Criminal Justice

CJUS 101 Criminal Law

CJUS 205 Criminology

CJUS 206 Juvenile Justice

CJUS 303 Women and Minorities in Criminal Justice

CJUS 305 Corrections

CJUS 306 Law Enforcement

CJUS 307 Criminal Procedures

CJUS 410 Theories of Crime and Deviance

CJUS 499 Senior Seminar in Criminal Justice

Two research methods courses (6 credits):
MATH 110 Introduction to Statistics

SOCY 311 Research Methods for Social Scientists

One elective course (3 credits):
CJUS 309 Evidence

COM 312 Gangsters and American Film

CRJ 351 Probation, Parole and Community Corrections

CRJ 366 Criminal InvestigationCRJ 388 International and Domestic Terrorism

BIOL 220 Introductory Forensic Science

One internship (3 credits):
CJUS 492 Internship in Criminal Justice

Minor Requirements:  Required Courses (21 credits)

CJUS 100 Introduction Criminal Justice

CJUS 101 Criminal Law

CJUS 206 Juvenile Justice

CJUS 303 Women and Minorities in Criminal Justice

CJUS 305 Corrections

CJUS 306 Law Enforcement

CJUS 307 Criminal Procedures
Program Goals
GOAL I: Explain the development of the criminal justice system; describe the functions and operations of criminal justice agencies in a diverse society; and evaluate the nature and impact of criminal justice policies.
GOAL II:  Discuss theories of crime, deviance; delinquency and be able to apply criminological research methods, statistics and analysis in evaluating criminal justice strategies, programs, and policies.
GOAL III:  Describe the origin and development of law and legal processes within society, and critically analyze society’s responses to violations of criminal law in pursuit of the goal of protecting society, within the larger framework of social justice.

GOAL IV:  Explain the nature, meaning, and purposes of criminal punishment and assess theories of corrections as they contribute to, or detract from, the goals of protecting society and achieving justice.
GOAL V:  Use standard social science research and publication methods to analyze criminal justice issues, articulate policy options and recommendations, and communicate that information in writing and orally.
Program Competencies/learning outcomes

1. Describe the conflict between individual rights and public order requirements in an industrialized, democratic society, explain how the criminal justice system seeks to balance them, and describe how they can complement each other within the context of due process and the rule of law.
2. Identify and analyze the primary sources of crime statistics, and assess their strengths and weaknesses.
3. Describe the major criminological theories, how they developed over time, and analyze their historical and contemporary impact on criminal justice policy and the goal of social justice.
4. Explain how law enforcement advances the goals of the criminal justice system in protecting society and citizens from harm; including the styles or theories of policing, police discretion as an ingredient of law enforcement; how the police culture influences it; how it contributes to bias in the criminal justice system; and what safeguards are available to control the associated potential abuse of power.
5. Describe the structure and development of criminal law and the American judicial system and evaluate how it contributes to or detracts from the goals of due process and the rule of law.
6. Identify and describe the process, sequence, and rules of a criminal trial, and assess whether the process, including requirements derived from the Constitution, contributes to the goal of due process.
7. Provide an overview of the goals of contemporary sentencing practices (to include a description of the evolution of these within the context of public policy).
8. Identify and discuss the function of probation and parole in corrections and evaluate their advantages and disadvantages as a means of protecting the public and limiting future criminality.
9. Differentiate between prisons and jails, describe alternative corrections strategies, and identify the constitutional rights to which inmates are entitled while confined.
10. Describe the evolution and objectives of the juvenile justice system and compare it to the adult justice system.
11. Evaluate criminal justice agencies, systems, programs and processes as they serve the objectives of ensuring public safety and maintaining social order, while simultaneously delivering on the promise of social justice in a diverse, multi-cultural, industrialized democracy.
	Aligning Criminal Justice Program Goals with Program Competencies and with Courses 

	GOAL I: Explain the development of the criminal justice system; describe the functions and operations of criminal justice agencies in a diverse society; and evaluate the nature and impact of criminal justice policies.

	Program Competency
	Course:

	1. Describe the conflict between individual rights and public order requirements in an industrialized, democratic society, explain how the criminal justice system seeks to balance them, and describe how they can complement each other within the context of due process and the rule of law.
	CJUS 100, CJUS 306, CJUS 307, CJUS 303

	3. Describe the major criminological theories, how they developed over time, and analyze their impact on criminal justice policy and the goal of social justice.
	CJUS 410, CJUS 303, CJUS 100, SOCY 100, CJUS 205

	4. Explain how law enforcement advances the goals of the criminal justice system in protecting society and citizens from harm; including the styles or theories of policing, police discretion as an ingredient of law enforcement; how the police culture influences it; how it contributes to bias in the criminal justice system; and what safeguards are available to control the associated potential abuse of power.
	CJUS 306, CJUS 100

	5. Describe the structure and development of criminal law and the American judicial system and evaluate how it contributes to or detracts from the goals of due process and the rule of law.
	CJUS 307, CJUS 100, CJUS 101

	
	

	GOAL II:  Discuss theories of crime, deviance; delinquency and be able to apply criminological research methods, statistics and analysis in evaluating criminal justice strategies, programs, and policies.

	Program Competency
	Course:

	1. Describe the conflict between individual rights and public order requirements in an industrialized, democratic society, explain how the criminal justice system seeks to balance them, and describe how they can complement each other within the context of due process and the rule of law.
	CJUS 100, CJUS 306, CJUS 307, CJUS 303, CJUS 101

	 2. Identify and analyze the primary sources of crime statistics, and assess their strengths and weaknesses.
	CJUS 499, CJUS 410, SOCY 100, SOCY 105, CJUS 100, SOCY 311

	3. Describe the major criminological theories, how they developed over time, and analyses their historical and contemporary impact on criminal justice policy and the goal of social justice.
	CJUS 410, CJUS 303, CJUS 100, SOCY 100, SOCY 105 

	10. Describe the evolution and objectives of the juvenile justice system and compare it to the adult justice system.
	CJUS 206, CJUS 410, CJUS 303, CJUS 205

	11. Evaluate criminal justice agencies, systems, programs and processes as they serve the objectives of ensuring public safety and maintaining social order, while simultaneously delivering on the promise of social justice in a diverse, multi-cultural, industrialized democracy.
	CJUS 499, CJUS 492, CJUS 311, CJUS 100, SOCY 100

	
	

	GOAL III:  Describe the origin and development of law and legal processes within society, and critically analyze society’s responses to violations of criminal law in pursuit of the goal of protecting society, within the larger framework of social justice. 

	Program Competency
	Course:

	1. Describe the conflict between individual rights and public order requirements in an industrialized, democratic society, explain how the criminal justice system seeks to balance them, and describe how they can complement each other within the context of due process and the rule of law.
	CJUS 100, CJUS 306, CJUS 307, CJUS 303

	4. Explain how law enforcement advances the goals of the criminal justice system in protecting society and citizens from harm; including the styles or theories of policing, police discretion as an ingredient of law enforcement; how the police culture influences it; how it contributes to bias in the criminal justice system; and what safeguards are available to control the associated potential abuse of power.
	CJUS 306, CJUS 100

	5. Describe the structure and development of criminal law and the American judicial system and evaluate how it contributes to or detracts from the goals of due process and the rule of law.
	CJUS 307, CJUS 100, CJUS 303, 

	6. Identify and describe the process, sequence, and rules of a criminal trial, and assess whether the process, including requirements derived from the Constitution, contributes to the goal of due process.
	CJUS 307, CJUS 100, 

	7. Provide an overview of the goals of contemporary sentencing practices (to include a description of the evolution of these within the context of public policy).
	CJUS 305, CJUS 307, CJUS 206, CJUS 100, CJUS 410

	
	

	GOAL IV:  Explain the nature, meaning, and purposes of criminal punishment and assess theories of corrections as they contribute to, or detract from, the goals of protecting society and achieving justice.

	Program Competency
	Course:

	7. Provide an overview of the goals of contemporary sentencing practices (to include a description of the evolution of these within the context of criminological theory and public policy).
	CJUS 305, CJUS 307, CJUS 206, CJUS 100, CJUS 410

	8. Identify and discuss the function of probation and parole in corrections and evaluate their advantages and disadvantages as a means of protecting the public and limiting future criminality.
	CJUS 305, CJUS 206, CJUS 100 

	9. Differentiate between prisons and jails, describe alternative corrections strategies, and identify the constitutional rights to which inmates are entitled while confined.
	CJUS 305, CJUS 100

	10. Describe the evolution and objectives of the juvenile justice system and compare it to the adult justice system.
	CJUS 206, CJUS 100, CJUS 205

	
	

	GOAL V:  Use standard social science research and publication methods to analyze criminal justice issues, articulate policy options and recommendations, and communicate that information in writing and orally.

	Program Competency
	Course:

	2. Identify and analyze the primary sources of crime statistics, and assess their strengths and weaknesses.
	CJUS 499, SOCY 311, CJUS 100

	3. Describe the major criminological theories, how they developed over time, and analyses their historical and contemporary impact on criminal justice policy and the goal of social justice.
	CJUS 410, CJUS 303, CJUS 100, SOCY 100, CJUS 205

	11. Evaluate criminal justice agencies, systems, programs and processes as they serve the objectives of ensuring public safety and maintaining social order, while simultaneously delivering on the promise of social justice in a diverse, multi-cultural, industrialized democracy.
	CJUS 499, SOCY 311, CJUS 100, MATH 110, CJUS 410, CJUS 303, CJUS 206, CJUS 305, CJUS 306, CJUS 307 

	
	


