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Council Plans for School Goals,
Objectives Meet Opposition

By Milton Coleman
Washington Post Sta{f Writer

Proposed legislation to compel the
D.C. .School Board to submit state-
ments of educational goals and objec-
tives as well as regular reports on
student achievement to the City Coun-
¢il ran into opposition yesterday from
school  officials * and
Zroups.

School Board mcmbers refused to
take part in a hearing -before the
Council's committee on education, rec-
reation and youth affairs. Instead, the
hoard sent a written siatement. con-
tending that the Council would be
overstepping its jurisdiction if it be-
gan {0 “determine educational policy
and structure for the schools,” as the
legislation proposcs.

School Board President Therman E.
Kvans said in a letter to the commit-
tee that the board already is drafting
its own set. of accountability and
achievement standards.

Representatives of parents and citi-
zens groups who appeared during a
morning session before the committee
generally agreed with the need for
clearly stated educational objectives

for the 126,000 pupils in the utys :

school system.
The parenis organization represen-
tatives also expressed fears of educa-

tional policy heing set and monitored:

by the City Council. .

“The only thing we regret,” said
Margaret Jones of the D.C. Citizens
for Better Public Education, as she
endorsed the intent of ihe plan, “is
that it (the legislation) would dilute
the responsibility given 1o the Board
of Education, The City Council would
he pla\'m" ten much of a role super-
1mposxn ¢ itsell on Lhe Board of I'(]u
cation,”

Two similar bills are before the
esmmittee, one authored by Commit-
2 Chairman Juljus W, Hubson (State-

some pat’ent

hood-at large) and the other by Wil
liam R. Spaulding (D-five).

Both plans call for tlip board to
establish @ set of measurable educa-
tional objectives in such areas as read-
ing, \vritmq and mathematics, and

report regularly to the Council and -
the publie. on how city pupils are

progressing towards obtaining those
ohjectives.

Hobson's proposal alse would re-
quire the hoard to submit to the Coun-
eil a plan for such “educational ac-

-countabflity” that the Council could

reject. ] ¥ !

Auoi:dmg to the sponsms of the
legislation, the bills stem from con-
cern about -consistently low perform-

ance by city pupils on standardized |

scholastic achievement tests.

Several Council members said that

they had gone to school in racially seg- |

regated or economically deprived
schools with fewer materials than
schools in the D.C,: bchool system but

wheré interest in student achievement
was greater'm their. oninion..

- “The thig that worries us so much
is tifat we don’t have standards any-
more. We don't have the same kind
of standards today that we had when
we_had nothing” said Council Mem-
ber; John A. Wilson (D-two).

Charles R. Broxton, legislative rep-
resentative for the Washington Teach-
ers Union, attributed some. of the
educational shortcomings to a lack of
cquipment stemming from budget re-
strictions in the schools,

“If the (educational) function re-
quires textbooks and the textbooks
are not available, if the function re-
quires paper and the paper is not
available, if the function requires pen-
cils and the pencils are not available,
then the teacher cannot carry out his
funetion,” Broxton said.
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