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Julius Hobson Sr. Died

Activist Stirred Up City for 25 Years

"By Cynthia Gorney
Washington Post Btoft Writer

Julius Hobson Sr. died yesterday
at age 54 of the cancer that would
not let him fight any more,

When he dled he was a city coun-

silman—the atlarge representative..

of the party seeking statehood for
the Distriet of Columbia, He worked
almost full-time until the day be-
fore his death, when he attended his
last City Council meeting,

Behind him strefched an extra.
ordinary record of achievement in
local civil rights and educational
reform; ihe lawsuit that ended
tracking in Washington schools, the
picket lines that opened downtown
hiring to hlacks, the demonstrations
and speeches and pointed theatrles

that unseftled Washington for 25 °

years. i
“T sleep mad,” Mr. Hobson used

. promise—and never wanted to

to say. A Marxist who never Jearg
the fine political art of moral ¢

spent his adult life waging an fun
orihodox .and often lonely warjo
the racism that had shaped [hj
childhood. His weapons were pu
licity, statisties, the American 1qgale
gystem, and an ‘implacable re
to let things be,
His death shortly after noon }
terday at George Washingion lt‘
versity Hospital came six y{43
after Mr. Hobson learned he
sick—first with multiple myelos
a cancer of the spine, and then
acute leukemia, which sapped
resistance to infection and alloj
internal complications to fing
kill him. It was an illness |
loathed, not because he kne
would kill him, but rather becs ! L4 e AR I :
it ate away ‘at the enormous ang LA BT ]
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Migry enorky that Was the essenc
Julius Hobson. S

. Exhorting and prodding, manipula
ing the press and ignoring: the hes

tant, Mr. Hobson infuriated as mar

as he inspired. He was told that I
wanted too much, that he pushed td

hard, that he didn't understand pe
ple. He was called a maverick,
egomaniac, a gadfly, a hero. Mr, H¢
son knew all that. “When you ta

the negative position and you're a

ways screaming.” he reflected, a fe
months before his death, “people a

going to brand you as they see {it."

There are no real victories, M

Hobson would teil people, no comfor

able resting places, He believed the

is no God to make things better i
the end. There is only the here ani

now. and ilhe small surcesses th
- propel you to the next fight.

For 20 years his presence rocke

Washington: Mr, Hobson climbing i

to a hospital bed in a white ward an

refusing to-leave. Mr. Hobson ste
ping onto a wooden-crate in Lincol
Park- and demanding that peop
listen.""Nr. Hobson driving
Georgetown with a cage full of ra

on the roof of his car, suggesting thj

rich share a problem they said w

unsolvable, and. then stealing awa

from the television cameras to drow
the rats in the Potomac River. M
Hobson under picket signs, - behin
microphones, in police vans—alway
with his hat and his pipe (or ciga

towar

’ lls .
/qu it jit they

c
ade up about the racist apto deale
hey were arrested. Royal . Moto
ired a black salesman. R
“Hobson would never countenange
ny challenge or opposition,” 'Cass?
ald. “Hobson was an.Alabama ba;

fle’d had to put up with compromise’

... . his attitude did {tugn

¢
Y e Sl ri‘ '
e

The national CORE leadership W}
rrowing - increasingly irritated w§
Ir, Hobson, beth as a tactician-and &

CORE leader. In. 1964, calling {{
"ashington chapter. a “dictatorship
ORE expelled him from the organis
ation. C C !

When Mr. Hobson left CORE, he
ook his closest associates with h
nd together they formed a new g
Fanization called Associated Comny
hity Teams (ACT). The activism wj
s flamboyant as ever, although sonj
imes ACT focused as much dcbate ¢S
Ir. Hobson as it did on the problen
.As a member of the Advisory Colg

ittee to the Chief of Police, Hobs

uilt' a - long-range microphone a
rove around after police officers, r
rding their abuse of civilians, Poli
nd city-officials protested, but t
apes proved his point. ‘

When Mr. Hobson suggested in A§
ust, 1964, that Georgetown share t|§
ity’'s rat problem—and then. dro
hrough the city displaying a cage
{ possum-sized rats, which he sd
ould be. releaséd in Georgetow

Bhe city expended :far more. ener
B ving to stop Hobson's forays thang

and his rich, strident Alabama’ voic -
And,there was the private - Juliv i it

Hobson, who seemed to draw su$CColy ! BRE R R B | c ] rﬂ i i 4 f‘!

tenance from confllict and the cefnd was awarded three bronze stairations and marches

tainty that he could not be pushedind ainumber of other medals. walked the streets of dowt

1 killing rats. But people notic i £ 3 S S
M I 211, They watched the cages cruise by an i s n y | ,a
1er.l opnew the.rats had come from tiK ﬁ,pu l\ e J&@J} ggc "

itown Waslghetto. Shaking up the complace s’ salaries at all elementary schools.

The husband who cmerged from He never returned to live in Algagton with picket signs, asking 311013‘-""5 'i‘“:fh of what Julius Hobson hag' .= o erinethat followed moved a
furious protests so invigorated hdama. For a while he lived in Harlenpers to boycotl merchants whe e pégs?d;:s there was a far more sefiumber of teachers from mostly white

would do all the grocery shop;:iin]\;‘)okinyg il(:r “ilhcl })romiscdb l(ilmd‘ gfloyed only whites. By the time they
and lunge into the preparation of dinNew York and how everybody walet up, about 120 retail stores haf™ D h : S i i
ner. Thg soldier wl?o rl;emorized poegetting rich and so forth,” as he saiflired pblacks, They threatened a bo raphs and statistics compiled aft&®°'®r :cgool% " ull; rest of the Cm;l'i
try while flying World War 1I artillerin a 1972 sefes of Washington Post iRott of the bus company for emplognonths of research, Mr. Hobson wasMr. Ho S‘Onsl public response to iS
spotters ‘and continued to recite thénterviews. But, after a disappointingient discrimination, and the comuing the Washington public schoolg¢hool board election d_e({eat W‘"‘SdWP‘
words of this private music 20 yearfew months at Columbia Universityany hired 44 black drivers angpe suit, called Hobson vs. Hans@xilllydhxusque. [‘got sidetracke a.md
later. The Alabama kid who, way bache gave up, took the train to Washingjerks. They staged “live-ins” at prithen city school Supt. Car] Fhought I was part of the power struc.
around 1930, sat by the window ofon, and registered at Howard Univegately owned buildings that rentelfansen), argued that more than a ddaire. The rabbit’s back in the briar
“rainy - days with Lewis Carroll'sty. “only to -whites, and then organize§dc after descgregation, the schodhlch. ] . .
“Through the Looking Glass,” reading Howard was an electric place whep march of about 4,500 persons th/Siem Wwas discriminating. against For four years, while stitl working
{he seene wherc a mad queen mockMr. Hobson arrived, churning witlhe District Building to demand a faip2ck students by channeling themi the Social Security Administration,
justice by crying, “Sentence firstiolitical-debate -in the - pre-McCarthlousing law, They got it: shortly afte'tO the lower rungs of rigid academidr. Hobson functioned as a kind of
Verdict afterward!”  .years. As he recalled it, many'6f thghe' march, the D.C. Commissioner acks that received inadequate ragitatoratlarge, Already the coauthor
oI understood it even ihen,” herofessorrs who most excited him dugyacted the housing ordinance desef? rees and discouraged achievementf a black history called “Black

ter recalled. © - 'ing his graduate study of economigggating D.C. rentals. On June 19, 1967, the reder_al couride,” he prgpared two guides @o the

. a I(\:Irr Ielcobson was born in 1923 in BifVere subsequently fired for their 10.&. ?ORI% I;if::kel;eg zi'xllitomobile dealeagreed;' In a sweeping declsion thamse of“statisl\cal data as an act"u'ists'

ingh Ala. where ‘there werdst Politics. Mr. Hobson found a job.igy.. ™ot soiq black Yabeled one of the most importanbol—“The Damned Children” and
mingpam, Ald., Wie LE conomics when he left Howard, as.aupPS that-sold to black customergehool “rulings since deségregatiofiThe Damned Information.” The
. streets where blacks could not walk€ i - rioward, asgh 4 wauld not hire black clerks. Iy < y g ) -

The ohureh of Mr. Hobson's christentésearcher for. the ‘Library of 'Cog— ducted a sitdn 2 et .8. Circuit Court of Appeals’ Judpwoks were published under the aus.
Le s l-nc,v Ot still Sttended by Ligress, and he-said later that duvin” ucted a sit-in at the WashingtoBames Skelly Wright abolished timices of an organization Hobson called
_ ing, the church still attended by "fhose vears of preparing papers he adiospital. Center, .during which . MErack system and ordered substantiahe Washington Institute for Quality

mother, Irmal‘l}e)nolds, sho?kfed mucl‘f eloped many of the painlstakiug rélobson walked ‘upstairs to an allntegration of school students anilducation, .
. of white America into an awareness ol o, techniques that became part griite ward, climbed into bed, and amagulty, specifying that students from ir. Hobson Joined antiwar demon.
.- the.civil rights movement in 15637 s i R nounced. that they would have to aGvercrowded black schools should berators every time th ned

‘hen it was shattered by a bomb thaPis political arsenal, - . .. vest him to make him leave. The } W ¢k schools shou rators every time they marched on
‘fm 4 four ehildr A RO In 1947, he married Carol’ Smithes m;y ve. 1he hophused to the undercapacity ‘whithe Capitol. He denounced a state-
killed four ch oren. . whom he had met at Howard, and biital obliged, the newspapers wrote ichools west of Rock Creek Park. Thaent by local blacks that the antiwar
4 Mr. Hobson’s father had ‘dmd whefe time he leit his Library of Co#P. andnotlong afterward Washingtoplate of the public schools  ‘Lerejovement was raclst. He was nomi-

Julius was very young. The youngi..csjoh to go to work at the Socighospital  Center desegregated = itWright declared, was “a monument eated by the Pcople’s Party to be vice
Hobson’s steplather ran a drycleaninge o rity Administration, the coupl¥ards. ‘ the cynicism of the power structusresident of the United States, as a
plantiand drugstore, and his mothef.q thiejr first child, Julius Hobson Jr, It Was a tumultuous period for bollvhich governs the voteless capital.@finning mate to its presidential candi-
was .a school-teacher and principa he son’s:schooling began in the earfy RE am'i the city, and the 1'estl?sme greatest country.on earth.” . daje, Dr.:Benjamin Spock, - i
His - background has been calle 950s,” when ‘the. ¢ity’s schools we,;y_pe-smokmg man {rom Alqbgma_ do: Mr. Hobson, who had. shifted hlS‘]{e:’n]so found out he was dying.
middle class, a term Mr. Hopson foundegregated, and ‘as Mr. HobsoRinated the drama. Some civil rights— ' fThe pain.began in early 1971, one
irritating. _ . .walked: his son ‘past.the all.whit€aders-both inside and outside CORJ _frlend remembered, a backache that
“I don’t see how you can grow upheighborhood school to Slowe" Eigklled Mr. Hobson a erazy man, netimes” made * Mr. Hobson stoop
middlé;class and be black,” he saignentary in. Northeast every morningegotistical tyrant who would do things
not long: before he died. “A 'man whehe anger: inside him:began to distienly his own way and could not abide
can't go into public parks, ean’l go “That was just about the first figidissent. .
into a store and try on a’suit, canit got involved in,”:Mr, Hobson said. When the hospital center was dp-
drink from a public fountain, canlfc pecame president of the schogegregated, as one of the demonstrp-
ride in front of a public ve!ucle like pPTA, arguing that white schoqmrs recalls, it was said they cou
streetcar—how arc you going to calhould be used for students at ovebave achieved (he same resulls
him mmiddle class?” crowded black schools. He joined titdirough quicter meelings with offi-
1t was a home, Mr. Hobson saidlpcal civic association—later becomingials. When :the pickets marchdd
where education mattered deeplwice-president of the Federation afownbtown. ) danother Iorr;mr bCOt
where the dinner table talk was of member said, some people objec
learning and schools. He worked jn ‘that a few targets of the boycott we

L e st s e~ My boy ieashes with the  JEIERen S0 X e sk - corhe

T could ‘swee .but.could net .. . . b
. cheek out books, according: to libragy ~ same »1'"9"3: soap 30"," lllf.mtty"\l Hobson w Ca patien®¥n 10-vearold daughter Jean fron¥ith the morphine he took to ease it,

 rules. , ‘ o kids use. His color won’t u \;,1"' ¢ }:’ son ‘t‘“‘; not a }’_“b.‘l"_’t’ ublic to private school after she wagith the unfamiliar dependence of il1-

.. .So he stole one. The book was th rib o ff and he’s coming s (;]‘l'esull?s agd“;?n 1?"1 d'\;iat?l visibl ; ssigned 0 the lowest track, was jubless. “I don't want to g£0.on my

- Home Book of Verse of the Englis s BT HES v 7 T ?t ll ’c;us? fof nt. Ite ran for the school board kpees. .,I_\'Ir.‘Ho‘!)son said. “I'd like to

. SpeakingxWorld, a 3,900-page anthdl- here for the same reason 1°%¢ .“.“)1 ougnt e Was E0Ms.ay Jater, in the first local electiorf#o standing up. .

2 ogy ofthe poers he legrned by hea , ids d ‘apout it in the wrong way. Mr. Hobsolj 4 5, "\iraghington during this cen.ln November, 1972, 2,000 people

S and recited quietly to himself for te your kids do~—to get an wpuld,argue his tactics up 10 d poinf, ' 214’ received so many votes thafowded into a room of the Sheraton

- rest of his b“f]& |F°N§’ dye:lrsc 1?}‘:;{ education.” :) sl?giftlg;km.fﬁlmi‘;ef:wg:j (:I ltll:‘f: ml_‘ ¢ was the only candidate who did né’tﬂl“‘tgglel to h(:poy the man \lvm) llmd

; * 1 " [1 b - . . . Tee y rear - oy Fy .
e that caaed the pa ( pgsal, say ‘Aye,'” he would .'.mnounc%"’“c to enter a runoff. Mr. HobsoHen 23 SCars surrnb ub 1 os et
%bod-naturedly, “The rest get th

us project under way. Armed witigo0ls west of Rock Creek Park to

sy a
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Wistfully, o his illness,
“I ean’t find anybody
that’s willing to attack a
Julius Hobson. Pm not
used to that. 'm used to ' i
being attacked all day,
every day and defending.
In fact, I used to thrive.

onit. .” T

nt to the doctor, saying he needed
back bYrace. When his wife came
me that night he said there was

his bon¢ marrow.

‘Don't worry,” he. told her, “It's not
ncer,” But it was. Mr. Hobson had
mbltiple myeloma, a-cancer that at-
“tafks the spine. Doctors said then, in
1971, that he’could die in six months,

- FYI'had my erying time, you know,”
. Hobgortold The Washington Post
1972. He struggled with the pain,

=G

0D =

brace that eased the pain of spingl arried six of the cily's eight wardsh the audience were his family, his
cancer, Mr. Hobson could gaze out thesicie Associations—and then becan 1 out of here.” osing only on {he predominantRémirers, and many of the local Wash-
windoy of his Southwest Washingloll' . yiner of ‘the executive committ Sy ut ol nere. - race White areas in Southwest and west :
. apartment and- remeinber “The Pri%ic" 1, NAACP, feach organizatioy 1o usedboththelawand the presstp ./ 'croek park, or years, Hobson was so sick that he
< gers.of Chillon” the Lord - BYrow,.,retically” becoming more radje s advantage, saying arrests drew al* yi. “mohesn's private life had sul8Y on & couch for most of the eve-
- poem_he loved: “There are seven pi?; I went along,” he later said. ; ‘Aention__ang.al‘.t‘tentlon b‘roughtvcha,ngti‘m_ ed as his public life grew. In 1968NE, but he still smoked a cigar. -
. Jars;6f¢Gothic mold/in Chillon's dun-ir<"si316’ waé shiarpening. In tesFometimes they would call the pollegic™yira Carol filed for divoree, My, “My first wake,” Mr. Hobson would
. geons dHeep and old ., " he spoke to the first meeting of “%)Eforc'a demonstration, remembereqy,;,qo, and his son later said the makater call that testimonial, because for
In Birmingham Mr. Hobson aeﬁewly’ desegregated Woodbridge EIffrmer CORE member Charles CaSiano had been troubled by religiowslong time afterward he beat back
© tended what was then called Indugy 5\ 'Sohool PTA: “My boy washelcll recently,” and warn them Ifferences and Mr. Hobson's corhbe disease. In 1074, after a’ campaign
» trial High:School, the only black hig vith' the same Ivory soap” Your kids ally serious militants were comingyjiment to activism at the occasiongbnducied mostly from his wheel-
L school in the city's scaregated school, . “np. " Hobson said. “His ('01(§1a“5l05‘ely Carmichael or Malcolthy,onge of his family. chair, Mr. Hobson was elected as an
. system. At his graduation, as he toldi by oy orf, and hie's coming here Might show up and'set off a bomb “niy frobson lived alone for a whilatlarge member of what he had often
- the story later, the school superie, "o came reason your kids do—@f, something. “That meant we didn}, g (hen three months after the 198pferred to as the “so-called City
.. tendent stopped by amgill'stened to th et an edueation” In 1857, when bave tq engage in too much PR OUlyyight decision he invited  Tiggouncil” Ile represented the State-
© class sing spirituals. “\When we gofyop o jnitiated NAACP suit againéglves,” Cassell said. - Lower, then a National Institute fdwod Party, ridiculing what he said

- through singing, this white Su““"i"le Metropolitan Police Department And when CORE picketed Royal My hije Affairs employee with whomas the District's colonial status, °

: tendent was mopping tears from hi
~ pyes,” Mr, Hobson recalled. “He sai
7 T'm sure.God’s got & place set aside |

ocumented racism in the promotioifors on Georgla Avenue for hiring onljfe nad tunched onee, to his apartmeiromising that statehood would be his
{ officers to -sergeant, Washingtolhite salesmen, Cassell recalled, hgop ginner, He fixed her a steak withst goal
, : X €l opan to taste the bicnd of researditd Mr. Hobson spent a while rGyomemade barbecue sauce, drove hg
heaven for. you people. Thla.t, did it. nd confrontation that became Mgearching city ordinances to nsmr'g, her apartment in Georgetown, ai
never sang another splrltu‘zlx{. 1 Hobson’s irademark. . out how best to break the law. "Weiyed her to marry him. ,

Hobson went to Tus ‘eﬁcc nsti- the midst of these first ycars é ha el o “I want you to know that my int

: In
ctivism Mr. Hobson suffered a hea ns in taking you out are perfect
oper,” Tina Hobson rememberg

attack. He was hospitalized brieflf
Gy January, 1955, and from the uf im saying. A divorcee with two so
familtar quiet of his hospital bed If ina Lower had grown up “midd
wrote to his mother in Birminghg ass white,” as Mr. Hobson used
- “They say ihat between the ages (B y, in Southern California. They sa
-’35 and 50 a man begins to cxamijee ch other for two years, ignoring t|
himself. 1 guess 1 have starled a littk mments of some local activists th
bson “talked black but dat

- aarly.” .
" 1Ie told his mother his heart was all: hite,” In 1969, they announced thg
right, but his spirit was troubled. g piipagement—on the night Hobsg
“1 feel as though the world w st his bid for re.election to tl
have been no bhetter off by my having hool board.
heen here,” he wrote, *I feel ashame “If there was anything he lost t
when other men have sacrificed, gou “he felt he should have won, it w
wal  election,” DMrs, ilobson sa

to jail, or cven been exccuted I
therwise, I don't think he ever d

mankind . . . it’s just that the injuf

ice, suffering and cheating and all anvbody dwed him anything.”

“‘man's inhumanity to man secems . Mr. Hobson had spent a stormy ye
be my personal problem. I cani in the school board, pushing the add
divorce myself from it. T will be ev “tion of black studies and a studen

1 ¢ process procedurce so controve

unhappy if I cannot do somethi
24 about it. I just hope lhis heart wij al that at one point teachers walk
last long enough for me to strike o : L in protest, saying discipline h
low at all the things around swafnllen apart, But as in the past, mugy
which 1 detest.,” ‘ his time was spent soberly colle
In 1961, having watched him gro; ipg data for a legal attack on Distri
wreasingly active In local descgif Schools, The school system, llobsg
ation battles, the Washington chal eharged, was spending far more (
i of the Congress of Racial Kqual fome schools than on others.
sked Mr, Hobson te become pre Again, Judge Wright agreed. In §
mber, 1070, Wright declared th

ent of the organization. “From the .
n, Mr. Hobson recalled, “1 was lock. bthe richest and whitest area of

hoi‘? . s N PN | ¥ ’ly Matthww Log by Th W . ,m‘n Pnal: . 1 tinll favor
¢d into the whole husiness of pmtestlp recérd‘ phnw ﬂbuses 'In lmws. - ;L{:‘, :Jsooifgli‘ngndsub::lcnlpernal‘ycns.("l“’ q;‘]m

For three years Mr, Hobson le °
' CORE members, both black and white, *ju“'dgc gmswercd Mr. I'Iobsm? s sccond
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i { !
c ﬂiens plate dnd a separate entrance

when-he’ stood up., That autumn he -

ething wrong with the blood cells.

peton figures Mr, Hobson had fought

ST S

to the chambers. His politics were
now supposed to be packaged as mot-
ions, or substitute motions, or amend-
ments to substitute motions. The
mayor was now his colleague.

It was a sudden respectability that
made Mr. Hobson uneasy. He chafed
under dictates of parliamentary proce-
dure, sometimes interrupting other
Council members in mid-motion when
he thought they had strayed from the
issue. He would leave Council meet-
ings impatient and angry, muttering
to his aides about the self-indulgent
posturing that went on in the name of
government. But he always went back,
and one by one the issues that mat-
tered to Mr. Hobson began {o appear
as bills and resolutions.

He sponsored an Initiativg and Rel-
erendum Act, which would allow citi-
zens to draft legislation and then .
place it on the ballot. His Non-Crimi- -
nal Police Surveillance Act would cur-
tail surveillance of D.C. individual
and group political activity. An Educa-
tional Accountability Act would im-.
plement minimum &tandards of stu-
dent competency for promotion and
graduation. All this legislation is now
pending.

Mr. Hobson didn’t think much of
the Council as an institution—*a
smail'and exclusive:club,” he called it.
And ‘he hated being labeled a dying
man. “I don't have any enemies now,”
Mr. Hobson said not long ago, and
there was wistfulriess in his voice. “I
can't find anybody that's willing to at-
tack Julius Hobson., I'm not used to
that. I'm used to being attacked all
day, every day and defending. in fact,
I used to thrive on it, but now in re-
cent years, nobody's attacked Ilob-
son.”

Mr. Hobson had sat through Tues-
day morning's Council meeting, alert -
and apparently in good spirits, and
had chatted with his legistative aice,
Sandy Brown, about the initiative and

“I will be ever unhappy
if I cannot do something
about it (inhumanity). I
just hope this heart will
last long enough for me
to strilke one blow at all
the things around me
which I detest.”

referendum bill as they visited the

~'George Washington Hospital outpa-

tient clinic for a. routine checkup.
Tuesday evening in his apartment in
Southwest, Hobson . developed diges-
tive problems. He spent the night at
home. Bul by yesterday morning, he
was so uncomfortable that Mrs. Hob-
son-drove him back to the hospital.
He was admitted to the hospital

" about 10:30 am. with infections and

internal-bleeding. Two hours la

P

ter, at

v Marsaret Thomas-—The Vashington Post



