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BEQUESTS

 Information and Sample Language

A gift to Trinity in your will or revocable trust proclaims your confidence that we will continue to serve our mission and make a difference in the lives of future generations. A bequest is easy to arrange, will not alter your current lifestyle in any way and can be easily modified to address your changing needs.
 
Notifying Trinity that you have included the university in your estate plans will allow us to recognize you with membership in the Sr. Julia McGroarty Society in the Honor Roll of Donors which is published each fall.

Residual Bequest Language

A residual bequest comes to us after your estate expenses and specific bequests are paid. 
I give and devise to Trinity Washington University, located in Washington, DC, all (or state a percentage) of the rest, residue and remainder of my estate, both real and personal, to be used for its general support.

Specific Bequest Language

Naming Trinity as a beneficiary of a specific amount from your estate is easy.
I give and devise to Trinity Washington University, located in Washington, DC, the sum of $_____ to be used for its general support.

Contingent Bequest Language

Trinity can be named as a contingent beneficiary in your will or personal trust if one or more of your specific bequests cannot be fulfilled.
If (insert name) is not living at the time of my demise, I give and devise to Trinity Washington University, located in Washington, DC, the sum of $_____ (or all or a percentage of the residue of my estate) to be used for its general support.

BEQUESTS

Information and Sample Language
Retirement Plan Beneficiary Language

You may name Trinity as a beneficiary of your IRA or other qualified retirement benefits. Donors should consult with their tax advisor regarding the tax benefits of such gifts.

Naming Trinity as the beneficiary of a qualified retirement plan asset such as a 401(k), 403(b), IRA, Keogh or profit sharing pension plan will accomplish a charitable goal while realizing significant tax savings. It can be costly to pass such assets on to heirs because of heavy tax consequences. By naming Trinity as a beneficiary of a retirement plan, the donor maintains complete control over the asset while living, but at the donor's death the plan passes to support Trinity, free of both estate and income taxes.

Making a charitable gift from your retirement plan is easy and should not cost you any attorney fees. Simply request a change of beneficiary form from your plan administrator and add “Trinity Washington University, Washington, DC” as the full or partial beneficiary. When you are done, please return the form to your plan administrator and notify Trinity so we may include you in the Sr. Julia McGroarty Society.
Customized Language

If you or your attorney would like Trinity to provide you with customized beneficiary language that is specific to your goal and interest, please contact Kathleen Zeifang, Director, Major Gifts and Planned Giving at 202 884 9705, or contact the Office for Development at (202) 884-9720.
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  Making a Bequest to Trinity
Thank you for considering Trinity Washington University in your will!  We are grateful for your foresight. By doing so, you join a number of distinguished friends and alumni who established a living legacy at Trinity Washington University.

In all documents, you may refer to Trinity as Trinity College (our legal name) in Washington, DC or also Trinity Washington University in Washington, DC.

In making bequests, it is possible to give a specific dollar amount or a percentage of the estate, a strictly personal decision.  Another important factor is the inclusion of any restrictions, versus a decision to make an unrestricted gift. 

An unrestricted testamentary gift to Trinity would be put to the best use for the institution as a whole, whether it be to grow the endowment, enhance the Annual Fund or go to a project critical to Trinity’s future (as we have done with the Trinity Center for Women and Girls in Sports and are we are currently doing with the Campaign for Trinity’s Second Century to build the new Trinity Academic Center.)

A restricted testamentary gift, as the name implies, is for a particular purpose, i.e., scholarships, library, technology, etc.  Ideally restrictions would be as broad as possible to insure that your generosity is readily available for use at Trinity.  If the intent is to create a scholarship for a particular major or geographical area, the University requests permission to award another student in the event no student fitting the scholarship profile is matriculating at the time of award. 

Please share with friends and classmates your support of Trinity in your estate planning.  Remembering Trinity with a testamentary gift insures that the devotion you feel to this fine institution lives on into the future. 

If you have further questions regarding your bequest, please contact Kathleen Zeifang, Director, Major Gifts and Planned Giving at 202 884 9705 or contact the Office for Development at 202-884-9720. We are delighted to be available to you during this process.  

THANK YOU!
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Bequest Form

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City, State and Zip: _____________________________________________________________

Telephone: (____)-(____)-(_______)   Email: ________________________________________

Trinity Affiliation:  ____________________________________________________________ 
Class Year, if applicable _______________
It is my intention to provide a testamentary gift to Trinity Washington University (Trinity College) in the form of ____________.   My estate fiduciary,   _______________________

​__________________________________________________________________________ will, in writing, notify the Development Office at Trinity Washington University at the time of distribution of assets.   The intended amount of my gift to Trinity is $________________.

Signature: _________________________________________________________________

Printed name: ______________________________________________________________

Date: ________________________________
For more information, contact Kathleen Zeifang, Major Gifts and Planned Giving Director at 

202 884 9705, or call the Office for Development at 202 885 9720.

Please scan and return this completed form by email to the Office for Development at development@trinitydc.edu, or return by mail (or fax) to the address (or number) below.
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